
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Yesterday we held our Teacher Only Day at school.  Teachers celebrated their successes and problem 
solved their challenges with distance learning, and they also shared examples of ako (teaching and    
learning) and whanaungatanga (relationships and connectedness) in their distance learning                  
programmes.  We left our morning session with our kete full of distance learning ideas, encouragement 
and enthusiasm.  Although it was very odd sitting so far away from each other and not being able to share 
some kai as we work together, it was so nice to see each other.   
 
The nurses have visited schools in our region to deliver flu vaccinations this year, and the Ministry of    
Education have notified us that they will fund these this year.  It is little things like this that makes us feel 
valued and appreciated! 
 
Today our very small bubble of three children are working in their own spaces in Room 4 with Mrs Gibbs 
and Miss Pryor.  Both Lee and April continue to teach their own class distance learning programmes while 
caring for their bubble.  Having two teachers means they can release each other and share duty during 
the day.  There will be one staff member working in the office area each day so you can reach us by 
phone or email if needed.  Staff will only be on site between 8.30am and 3.30pm.  This way they can get 
home to set up the next day’s distance learning and they won’t see the cleaners so we can all reduce the 
opportunities for bubbles to pop! 
 
Our builders are on site during Alert Level 3 completing the work at the back of the classrooms, and they 
are following strict health and safety protocols.  They hope to be finished before school starts back with all 
of our students which will clear the space nicely for everyone.  
 
Thank you all very much for the work you are doing to support your children’s distance learning.  We know 
it can be a challenge and we are taking the time to be responsive to your needs as much as we 
can.  Pounamu team has set work to last up to 2 hours a day.  Children have options within that and 
teachers don’t expect everything to be completed.  Kupe team has set work for up to 3 hours a day and 
you can contact the teachers at any time during the school day for help.  Children who do not have access 
to the internet have been provided with packs for distance learning. 
 
Thank you also for keeping your children at home as much as you can during Alert Level 3.  These are 
challenging times and we appreciate your support.  Keeping children at home and bubbles small           
significantly reduces the chances of bubbles being popped by coming to school.   
 
Teachers have been delighted with the posts from children showing how they are showing ROCKERS  
values at home.  For example, some children have shown Resilience by learning a new skill such as tying 
shoe laces, and others have shown Self-managing by staying focused on completing their distance    
learning each day.  Ka pai everyone! 
 
We hope you are safe and well in your bubbles and that those of you who are back at work this week are 
enjoying the change.   
 
He waka eke noa  -  we are all in this together, 
 
Sarah McCord 
Tumuaki 
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Our new distance learning   

classroom complete with      

designated zones for each child. 

Work on the new universal   

bathroom is nearing completion. 

Mrs Castles has     

distractions in her 

home classroom. 

Hi everyone. It’s nice to be 

back at work but I’m really 

missing you all. I hope you 

are all well and safe and 

that it won’t be too much 

longer. It’s way to quiet 

here! 




